
Asbestos Control Program Regulatory Interpretation for Permanently Bound Logbook

This regulatory guidance has been prepared in response to questions regarding the terms “bound 
notebook” and “permanently bound” as used in Title 15 Chapter 1 of the Rules of the City of 
New York, which relate to the Asbestos Control Program.       

Guidance regarding interpretation of “bound notebook” requirement for sampling logs   

15 RCNY §1-37(f) requires a “bound notebook” to be used for the maintenance of project air 
sampling logs.  Pursuant to the definition of “bound notebook” definition set forth in 15 RCNY 
§1-02, a “bound notebook” must be manufactured such that the pages cannot be removed with-
out tearing.  As such, please note the following: 

* If  DEP inspectors determine that a notebook/logbook can be disassembled and reassembled or 
otherwise pried open to allow for the removal or insertion of pages, you will be issued a viola-
tion.  

* In enforcing the requirement, DEP inspectors will check to ensure that the cover of the note-
book/logbook is permanently affixed in a manner that would prevent manipulation.  This is  
generally successfully accomplished only with stitching that is covered by a glued binding to 
prevent damage or tampering. 

* Since homemade logbooks are unlikely to be bound in a way that makes removal or inclusion 
readily discernible, bound notebooks/logbook purchased from a third-party manufacturer, 
preferably with pre-set numbered pages, are strongly recommended.  Generally, an inexpensive 
notebook purchased at a local stationary store (and often labeled composition book or account-
ing ledger book) can serve this purpose. 

Guidance regarding interpretation of “permanently bound” requirement for entrance/exit logs 

15 RCNY §1-92 requires that a “permanently bound” log be kept to monitor the entrance/exit of 
all individuals who are present in the asbestos abatement work area.  DEP requires that any such 
“permanently bound” logbooks meet all of the specifications of a “bound notebook” as described 
above.  Therefore, please refer to the bullets above for guidance on maintenance of entrance/exit 
logs.


